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Summary Information

Repository

Title

Date [inclusive] 

Extent

Language

Language of Materials 

Arkansas State Archives 

Archibald Yell court records 

1843-1847

0.25 Cubic feet 1 folder 

English

Materials entirely in English.

Preferred Citation

Archibald Yell court records, Arkansas State Archives, Little Rock, Arkansas.
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Biographical/Historical Note

Archibald Yell was an army officer, United States Representative, and the second Governor of Arkansas.
He was born in North Carolina around 1797 to Moses and Mary Curry Yell but grew up in Tennessee.
Archibald served in the War of 1812 and fought at the Battle of New Orleans, reaching the rank of
sergeant. He went on to serve during the First Seminole War as a first lieutenant. Yell married Mary
Scott, on November 8, 1821, in Tennessee. Mary Yell died in 1823 while giving birth to their daughter,
Mary Scott Yell. In 1827, Yell married Nancy Jordon Moore with whom he had four children, Artemesia,
Jane, and Elizabeth, and Dewitt Clinton. While in Tennessee, Yell served in the state legislature and also
practiced law. He served as Receiver of Public Monies in Little Rock, Arkansas. However, he resigned
after he developed malaria and moved back to Tennessee to recover.

Yell returned to Arkansas in 1835, settling in Fayetteville, after receiving an appointment as a territorial
circuit judge. Nancy Jordan Moore Yell died in October 1835, and Yell married Mary Ficklin in July
1836. That same year, Yell became the first congressman from the State of Arkansas. He did not run for
reelection due to the death of his third wife. In 1840 he successfully ran for Governor of Arkansas and
served until his unexpected resignation in spring 1844. Retirement was short-lived, with Yell entering the
congressional election against his law partner, David Walker. Yell won the election and served until the
outbreak of the Mexican War in 1846, when he resigned. He enrolled as a private under Captain Solon
Borland, but was elected colonel. During the Battle of Buena Vista, Yell led a charge against the Mexican
Army, received multiple wounds, and died on February 22, 1847.

Scope and Contents

This collection contains records for the prosecution of counterfeit and forgery cases in Arkansas 
including many documents signed by Archibald Yell.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Arkansas State Archives 01/17/2012

Conditions Governing Access
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This collection is open for research use. The ASA possesses the material listed in this finding aid in
the original format, but due to preservation concerns this collection is accessible to the public through
microfilm format.

Conditions Governing Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17-U.S. Code) governs the making of photocopies or other
reproductions of copyrighted material. The person using this material is liable for any infringement.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Unknown.
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Collection Inventory

Reel

1843-1847: Records concerning settlement of counterfeit and forgery cases, signed by

Archibald Yell 

MG00231
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